A Grand Exhibition of Modernist Poetry Groups on China’s Poetry Scene 1986
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Notes:

e Xu Jingya’s lead essay in Part One of the Exhibition below can be considered
as an introduction, but is not to be found in the 1988 book.

e Below, all groups — or individuals presented as groups — with manifestos are
numbered 1-65. In the Exhibition approximately 50% of page space is given
over to these manifestos. The lettered poems/poets A-N in Part 3 of the
Exhibition are without manifestos or claims to be groups — these poems were
selected from various unofficial journals from different parts of China.

¢ The numbering of the groups below is my own based on how a reader would
see it when reading a modern Chinese newspaper page.

e Of the 65 ‘groups’ below, 25 consist of individuals with a manifesto.
e Of these 65 groups, 19 have 5-or-more members.

e Only 6 groups claim membership of 10-or-more, the largest being Not-Not Jf
4E (#21 below).

e 3 of the groups are not groups with manifestos, but loosely defined groupings
defined as groups by the editor. (Misty Poets 1% N, Overseas Poets 4k
# A, the University Poetry School X 2%/E RER)

e 13 of the ‘groups’ are from Sichuan, of which 5 are individuals. There are a
total of 21 Sichuan poets with 25 poems (Ouyang Jianghe KX [HYT.1] , Hu Dong
1if14¢, and Shang Zhongmin %% appear in two separate instances).

¢ In the individual group entries below, if a member is still an active, well-known
poet and does not have a poem published in the Exhibition, the name of that
member has been noted in parenthesis.

e The order in which the groups appear in the ‘exhibition” and in the 1988 book
is rather different. For example, in the book Them 41/7is moved to #3 from #1
in the Exhibition, the Misty i poets are moved to #1 from #44 (1% in Part 3
below), and Not-Not JFF is moved to # 2 from # 21 (1™ in Part 2). Politics as
usual.



¢ The book includes more poems from more group members of the groups that
the editors apparently believe to be of more importance or higher quality. There
are also longer manifestos in some cases. Finally, some groups (at least 3) that
were absent from the Exhibition are added in the book: these include the Old
Summer Palace poetry group [& B it "¢ 4, the Beijing Four At 5{PU A and the
Friday Poetry group 5 7. 15## of Fuzhou. In the case of the Five Gentlemen
of Sichuan Y )I| H. (#45), in the book it becomes the Seven Gentlemen of
Sichuan U )I|-5F with the addition of Zhang Zao 5K and Liao Xi 24, both
of whom were no longer resident in China at the time of the Exhibition in 1986
much less the book in 1988.

® A study of the names in the ‘1986-1988 poetry collection’ part of the book (pp.
395-558) reveals that several well-known poets from the Exhibition are absent.
One of the reasons for this was a feeling of anger among some contributors in
1986 with the way the Exhibition was published and how it was critically
received (overwhelmingly negative), in part the result of how it was edited and
published — how it ‘looked’. Among Sichuan’s poets for example, Zhou
Lunyou /#4844, Yang Li #2%, and Liao Yiwu B JR I refused to submit new
poetry for the book when invited to do so in 1988. The Shanghai poet Song Lin
RIk went as an emissary of the book’s editors to the Grand Canal Poetry
Conference Kiz [ FFaffiff 15 2> in Jiangsu province in the spring of 1988 to
ask for contributions. Several avant-garde poets were present as invitees and a
lively discussion ensued — outside of the official conference of course, a sort of
mini-conference for avant-garde poets only. Han Dong %} /< was another who
refused to contribute at the time.

Conclusion: From what I have said above, it appears that Xu Jingya f##{ V. et al. did try
to make the 1988 book appear more ‘serious’, if not of higher quality, than
the Exhibition below.

* Key: The Exhibition is broken into the three parts in which it was published. After
the three introductory prose pieces, groups etc. are numbered according to their
appearance on the pages of the respective parts. As in the Exhibition, each entry opens
with the place of origin (city or province). This is followed by the group name, number
of members, names of prominent members without published poetry in the Exhibition,
and the names of other group members with the title of their published poetry.
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Prose Introductory Pieces:

Xu Jingya #X#{WV.: <Life: The Third Experience> (A:fiy: ZH =A%) (L)
(Introductory essay).
Chen Zhongyi [/ SL: <Overview> (JEH) (i) (essay)
Miao Yushi Fi My Hf: <Concepts and Rethinking of Poetry — Notes on the “New Period
Poetry Conference™> (R ML AIREI S 8 — B 30 7k
Whstes” a8
e Held on September 10, organized by Poetry Monthly {#¢T!) and Poetry
Exploration {FHRZER) .
¢ Chaired by Yang Kuanghan 4% [£ 7}
e Attended by: Liu Zhangiu XJ##K, Xie Mian #ff %, Wang Guangming T %1,
Tang Xiaodu JH %), Wang Gan 1, Liu Xiaobo X3, etc.

Groups, etc:

1. Nanjing F 5{: Them {A4#7) 8 members (Ding Dang ] 4, Xiaohai /N, Xiaojun
/NA, Lu Yimin Ff1Z80) : Poetry from Han Dong % 4 <Our
Friend> (FAIMIIAA) ; Lii De’an B ffi4¢ <Father and I> (X3&
FIL) ; YuJian T <Opus #52: Many Years> ({EHL5H 52 5. 1R
Z4F) ; Wang Yin 5 <A Recitation> (BIf) .

2. Beijing Jt5{: West Sichuan Group or The Body of Xi Chuan {74)I[4£) One
member: Xi Chuan 75 /1| <Reading an Old Magazine from 1926> (i
— LN FEIHAE) .

3. Wuhan i7: Real People’s Literature {E A3%) One member: Ye Niu £4
<Closed Eyes * Hallucinations * Beauty> (M]H « k4]« 3) .

4. Beijing 1t 5{: Supra-Unconscious: Abandon Explanations of Poetry (EHI=
e HFEXFFHIERE) One member: Shao Jin A1 <A First Draft of
a History of Illness> (Ji U 41HH) <Summer> (& K) .

5. Guiyang 5tFH: Square Box (VU5 & F) One member: Zhao Jianxiu X {55
<Square Box (excerpts)> (WY 7 &+ (k) ) .

6. Shanghai ['if}: On the Sea Poetry Group {4 £FF#£) 10 members (Liu Manliu



X3 i, Chen Dongdong 4 < %<, Mo Mo k2R, Wang Yin E 5,
Cheng Maochao Ji% %5/, Hai Ke %, Tian You Kii#) : Lu Yimin
fifi1Z [ <Die if You can Die> (] LIAE L5f4E %) ; Meng Lang i
IR <Winter> (%K) : Yu Yu fillfil <Black Box> (22 &) .

7. Sichuan JU)I|: Macho Man-ism {ZF{X £ X ) 10 members (Wan Xia J7 &, Hu Yu
7, Er Mao 7, Yuan Yuan 32 %%, Guo Lijia 5} 7J %X, Hu Dong ]
%, Liang Yue 22K, Liu Jian M, Ma Song 5#)) : Li Yawei 2511
ffi <The Chinese Department> (1 3 %) (a much reduced, 9 stanza
version).

8. Jilin #i#K: Special Forces {###£) One member: Guo Lijia 5 JJ % <The Third
Color: To Liu Suola> (Z = tadl: Hxlzgh) .

9. Sichuan J4)I|: New Traditionalism {Frf&4tF¥ X 2 members: Liao Yiwu E IR
<Lovers> (I#1H) (much reduced) ; Ouyang Jianghe Wi BHY L.
<Death of a Young Girl> (/>4 2 %t) (The October issue of
Beijing’s China Literature Monthly 7[5 X % /] 71/ featured a special
section containing the poetry of 10 Sichuan avant-garde poets and
Liao’s article/manifesto on New Traditionalism 3#71% 4t 3 . In part,
this explains Liao’s anger towards Xu and this Exhibition.)

10. Chongging i JX: Breaking Boulder-ism {FA 5883 X ) 2 members (Liu
Furong XI| 5¢%%) : Zhu Jian 2K % <People at the Ends of the
Earth> (A7ERIE) .

11. Nanjing i i{: Expound-ism {E# 3 X ) One member: Yang Yunning % 2 T*
<Other, and Others> (H'&, KH'EN) .

12. Jiangsu {I.7: Color Poetry (. 1#) 2 members: Wang Binbin LMW <Days>
(HT) .

13. Chongqing HJK: The New Sensation Group {H /5 JK)Y One member: Fei Ke
dE 1] <I Feel My Soul’s Already Left My Body> (/&% R 31 &
i) .

14. Nanjing F§5{: Supra-Sensation-ism {3 HF) 7 members: Yao Jianing HE5K
“T* <An Untitled Painting Surface> { JG /8 [{J I [H]) .

15. Xi’an §%¢: Post-Objective {J5Z& M) One member: Shen Qi i{;%F <The Forest
of Steles and Its Modern Dancers> (TS AKFIE I BIAREERG &) .

16. Zhejiang #{1.: Cubism Warrior {3777 £ X /1) One member: Fu Hao 1%



<Notes on the Analects> (I21E2%E1C) <A Late Hour on the South

Screen> (Fd HEMREH) .

17. Henan ¥/ : Triangular Cats { =) 3 members: Wu Yuancheng &G
<The World on Its Head> ({8 /it 5L) .

18. Zhejiang #iiT: Coffee Nights (MIHERL) 5 members: Tang Jian J# &l <Know
Yourself> CGAHACD) .

19. Hangzhou #it/M: Divination Poetry {#%) 1 member: Cang Jian %4t
<Intimate> (Augury 8)> (kb (F/V) ) .

20. Fujian #5##:: The Great Tide of Modern Poetry Society ¢ KIREIFIAFEL) 7
members: Fan Fang i /<Stone Markers> (f1#5) ; Lu Meng & if
<Fissures in the Dusk> (3% F24E) .

Part II Shenzhen Youth Daily 21 October 1986 (No. 182)
8 OFYITFER) 1986 4E 10 A 21 H (55 182 #D)

21. Sichuan U)I]: Not-Not-ism JEJEE XY 17 members (Liu Tao XI|3%, He Xiaozhu
AT /NPT, Li Yawei 45WVA4%, Li Yao 45E%, Er Mao -, Hong Ye 73l
Itf, Ning Ke 71, Zhu Ying &%, Liang Xiaoming Z28% ], Yu
Gang 2 M1, Jing Xiaodong #§% %<, Fan Fan ;L JL, Xiao An /)
%) : Lan Ma ¥i 55 < An Annular Tree> (M JEMH) ; Yang Li 172
<Remembering Someone> (#2—4~N) ;Jimu Langge 77 RJRH%
<Leaving Home> (i[7]) ; Zhou Lunyou J&4&4i < The Thirteen-
Step Flight of Stairs> (=2t 5F) . (Shang Zhongmin i is
listed as an editor of Not-Not # 1, but not listed as a member here.
See below for a possible reason why.)

22. Cross-Province (Sichuan) #45 (JU)I]) : University Student Poetry School {X2%
A RFIRY : Shang Zhongmin {55 <Doors> ([7]) <Karl Marx>
(R« Ly l)  (Formed in March 1985 by Shang and Yan
Xiaodong F#EME 7R — both of whom graduated that summer — but the

first of 4 issues of eponymous poetry papers were not published by
Shang until June 1986.)

23. Nanjing ¥ 5{: Everyday-ism { H¥% 3 X)» 7 members (Ye Hui ##%) : Hai Bo



24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

R <Still Objects> (F#4¥)) <The Everyday Life of a
Contemporary Poet> (— X N H % 2E7%) ; Zhu Long #t &
<Dialogue> {X}1f)

Anhui Z#: Century’s End {tt£2K)» 5 members (Hang Wei [Zhouzi] #t /[ /)
F1, Meng Lang #;JR) : Hang Wei #ii}f <Rejection Letters> (B
=

Hunan i#]F4: Grieving Indignant Poet {315+ A) One member: Chen Lin #iAK
<Rivers of Grief and Indignation> CIE{5i[1){H7i) <Remembering
You> (FHEAR) .

Nanjing 4 5{: New Colloquial Language {#70i&) 2 members: Zhao Gang #X K|
<Forefathers> (#15%) : Zhu Chunhe K#H#) <Afternoon> ( F4) .

Zhejiang WiiT.: Modern Poetry (IUARRFEKY 3 members: Zhan Xiaolin f£/Mk
<Absurdity> (FiHE) .

Beijing 6 5: Mood Poetry {1F%1F) One member: Hua Haiqing i} JK <Broken
Fingers> (Wifg) .

Fujian ff%: The Transcendent Group {i#i#JK) 4 members: Jiang Cheng VT3

<Background> (¥5%) .

Jilin 7% #K: The Supra-Low Group {#B{KJK) 2 members: Lou Fang % /5
<Impressions> (E1%:) ; Lu Jiping /7 4k~F* <The Forked Road> (i) .

Tibet 5 j#: Seas of Snow Poetry {F¥FiF) 5 members (Mo Sa EE[*, Huang Fan
P, Ma Lihua By #E) : Yang Tao V¥ <Southern Tibet> (55
%) ; Cai Chunfang %<k5 75 <Instantly Wrong > (BFlAJAH4S) .

Zhejiang #iiT.: Horizon Experimental Small Group {12525 /MH)Y 4
members: Ren Bei 1T I <Husband and Wife Peak> ( KZEE) ;
Ning Ke “7* 1] <The Chongging Poetry Conference> { F K iFaki~ it
4>) (member of Not-Not); Zhang Feng 5K# <Herbal Outlines> (A
HYNH) ; Zhu Xiaodong K 4< <The Second Person> (%% A\
FR) .

Sichuan JU)I|: Nine-Line Poetry {J1{T##) One member: Hu Dong 14 <Poems
#1,#2,#3> (5 1; 2; 3H) .

Nanjing ¥4 5{: Orientals {Z77 A) 5 members: Xianmeng 4" <Embarrassment>



35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

(T Je )

. Heilongjiang *£ JEY1.: Poetry of Experience {{&L:i#%) 3 members (Song Ci A&,
Ma L1 5 73) : Zhu Lingbo K% % <A Vacant Space> (=%
fi7) <Solitude> (fMl) <White Nights> () .

. Shaanxi % /4: Taiji Poetry { XA%i#%#) One member: Daozi T <Polar Regions:
Something From Nothing> (#Mh: THEAH) .

. The South Fg77: The South Group {Fg5JK) 3 members (Ke Ping #1°*, Yi Dian
f4i), Cao Jian B &) . (Manifesto only!)

. Hunan i#]F4: Fission {(Z428) 4 members: Hu Qiang #H 7% <A Hospital Waiting
Room> (7EP= 7Rt @ B fifxiz) .

. Kunming 2 : Sunset-ism {3 &3 X) 2 members: Peng Guoliang &% [H 4%
<Beautiful Times> (3E4fFINF %) .

. Jiangsu YI.75: New Naturalism {F B#8 3 X) 4 members: Cheng Jun f£%: <For
Rousseau (M /#2) .

. Jiangsu YI.75: Breath Poetry {FFE i) 6 members: Bei Bei I Il <Silent
Agreement> (EK1F) ; Yue Fu J] 7 <A Lost Topic> (J#l) .

. Shanghai _[##: Flow of Feeling ({F45¥ft) One member: Chen Minghua [ 4
<Mysterious Mountain Valley> (fHFA1LIZY) .

. Shanghai _-f: Subjective Images { EMES) One member: Wu Fei 7F
<Moving Qi> (1) .
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44. Cross-Province #74: Misty Poets {fEfE#F A ) : Bei Dao L&) <The Life of an

Artist> (ZARKMAVE) ; Shu Ting %74 <Days of Power-
Cuts> ({FHJH ) <Autumnal Thoughts> (FK/&) ; Gu
Cheng iy <Names> (%4) <Eyes> (H) ;Liang Xiaobin %
/Nt <Essay: The Collapse of Poets> (Cif: WA AT



<Two Types of Wound> (MFl{5i) <A Phony Smoker>
(PhZdhMHN) ; Yang Lian ##% <Essay: Serious Poets> (3
W: Ml EEA) <Earth * No. 3> (Hb « %5=) ; Che Qianzi
1T <Essay: Serial Numbers> (W i8: %i'5) <An
Exquisite Song> ({L3E ML) ; Jianghe VLI <Conversation>
(A1) ; Luo Gengye Y& # ¥} <Essay: View on Poetry> (3
w: W) <Turtle Fish> (#f1) ; Mang Ke 1%, (Essay)
(L) .

45. Sichuan JU)I|: Five Gentlemen of Sichuan ¢J9)I| L&) 5 members (Bai Hua
HE, Zhong Ming £'"%) : Ouyang Jianghe KK FHYI.77] < The Day is
Waning the Road is Long] (H¥IEAL) ; Zhai Yongming # 7K B
<The Black Room> (22/5[1]) ; Sun Wenbo #) 3 < The Story of
the Girl Lu Mei> (/> L BlitRIHR)

46. Zhejiang #H{L: Extremism {#&¥ 3 X ) 4 members: Yu Gang 22| <The Feeling
of Summer or Deep Thoughts> (& K& ) ; Liang
Xiaoming Z2% ] <Everyone> (% A) <Waiting for a Pose of Liang
Xiaoming to Appear on a Earthenware Jar> (Z5f5FafE F— Ak 5
PIZEZS L) . (Yu and Liang are also listed as members of Not-Not
AFAE)

47. Anhui Z#): Sickroom Consciousness {J% 5 & 1) One member: Cao Hanjun 7Y
12 <Sickroom> (Jpjf5) .

48. Shanghai _I:if#: The Coquettery Group (#FJK) 5 members: Jing Bute 5 N4
<Take Aim> (H§#E) ; Pangshan 1l <I Love My Lover> (k523
TN

49. Sichuan JU)1|: Wholism %4k ¥ X ) 6 members (Yang Yuanhong #izt %%, Liu
Taiheng XI| K, Zhang Yu 5Kif1) : Song Qu Song Wei KU K4
< The Great Saying of Yes: Part 4> (CKEE ZHPYFE #)1) ; Shi
Guanghua f1)4%¢ <The Evening Spreads> (k) <Scattered
Shadows> (i) .

50. Chongqing HL[X: Free Spirits { B HZR) 6 members (Jian Zhi &2, Shiwu 3,
Du Hong #H4T, Yang Yang ##¥, Qing Bao JK%J) : Chen Xiu [%
f#% <Loose Teeth> (FAZIHIA) .

51. Chengdu % #F: A Group With No Group (JCIKZJKY One member: Xiao Kaiyu
M JT BB <Traffic Accident> (Z-4) .



52. Shenzhen 7R YIl: Disassociationism-ers {723 X&) 4 members (Ma Gaoming
B, Lu Yimin {280 : Huang Beiling 3% D114 <Empty>
(M) <The Whole Night> (3N 1) ; Shi Tao £17% <The
Riverbank> (Ji[/#) .

53. Beijing 1t 5{: Poetry Seeking the Way (3Ki&i{#) One member: Wei Mang 371"
<The Third Direction> (5§ =3E[7]) .

54. Fuzhou 4 /!: The New Continent {7 KFf) 10 members: Rou Gang ZZN| <A
Disharmonious Moment> (ANFHEHIER]) .

55. Guizhou 5 M|: Lifestyle {4#E /) One member: Tang Yaping J# WV.* <The
Black Nightgown> (R {Afifi#}) <Black Stone> (B A3k) .

56. Chengdu /% #F: In the Dark (%44 ) One member: Yang Yuanhong #%12t 7
<Dislocation> (4547.) .

57. Beijing b 5{: Masculine Monologues ¢ B3 H) 3 members: Su Liming 75 /14
<The Marksman> (#&£F) .

58. Changchun K:#: Thunderbolt Poetry (&% &%) One member: Shao Chunguang
HE4 )t <Pen of the Firmament> ( KZ%E) .

59. Wuhan 137 : Drifters {JF%4+F) 4 members: Ruomu Ruohua # A 754 <Bus
Stop: Existence etc> (ZFufi: f77E M HiAth)

60. Hunan ##5: Oriental Holistic Thought Space % 74k B 4E=%q]) 5
members: Haishang i I <Burial at Sea> (#§%£) : Luo Jian ' Il
<Directions> (iE[H]) .

A. Beijing 1t 5%: Chen Lei f7F <Thoughts> (/&) <Untitled> (JGil) .

B. Shenzhen ¥&3Il: Wang Xiaoni /) NJg <Conversation with the King of Ants> (51
FiR) <Where is the US> (EELEME) ; Xu Jingya fR AV <A Few
Years> (JLH:) <It Doesn’t Go> (%) ; Lii Guipin & T/
<Death Boat> (JEffii) <The Sick Flute> (J#7f) ; Cao Changging
HEKFF <I'm very Tired> (FIRF) <Blackout Day> (fFHL[) .

61. Philosophy of Feeling (1% ¥ 2%) One member: Huang Xiang 1%} <Doors>
an .

62. Jilin ¥ #K: Eight O’clock Poetry §/\ si#f##) 4 members: Song Zhigang 7K & 2
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<See You Later> (L) .

63. Jilin 7 #k: The Lost Poetry Group (XK Zi#F#IJK)Y One member: Jiao Hongxue £k
2% <A Sort Poem> (JH1F) .

64. Jilin 5 #K: Pure Emotion Poetry {Zii{%i##) 2 members: Liulang Jit 7K <Pure
Emotion> (Z{ii§) ; Jiang Shiyuan Z£1F7C (Hefei &) <Street
Scenes> (fii5t) .

C. Nanjing Fg 5%: Xia Ning 2 7* <Them> (fitf1) (From Them #41).

D. Sichuan JY)I|: Xiong Wei f&ffi <What Do You Think Should Be Done> (fRFE E 4
I5) .

E. Beijing 4t 5{: Liu Zili XI] [ 7. <Shackles> (#ll81) .

F. Hainan Island ¥} &y: Zhang Feng 7K% <American Poets and Chinese Poets> (3 [H
ARSI

G. Beijing 1k 5: Chen Yanni Ff#E4¢ <The Eyes of Aspen> ([A#HR) .

H. Gansu Hjli: Zhang Zixuan 5K % <This Life> (X—42) .

I. Kunming £ #]: Wang Kunhong T 34]. <Old Memories> (IH/Z) .

J. Zhejiang #{1: Huang Shi #5471 <Inside Music> (=N K) <Sunday> (EHIH) .
K. Henan i1 F4: Liyang Z2[H <The Current Situation> (IR) .

L. Beijing 1t 5%: Xu Hong #%H <Holidays> (77 H) .

M. Sichuan PU)I|: Li Jianzhong %4=% /&l <The Meditation Tree> (fff#) .

N. Sichuan JU)I|: Shang Zhongmin {## < About the University Student Poetry
Paper’s Publication and Other Things> (¢ K 2428 REH K H R A S
‘£)) . (From the 4™ issue of The University Student Poetry Paper X%

EFIR)

65. Modern Poets Now Overseas (315 ZE#4MIBACEEA)Y : Yan Li % /) <The
Third Time of Tomorrow’s Yesterday> (B RKFJFEREE =IX) ; Zhang
Zhen 5K H. <An Urban Lover> (31 A) ; Liao Xi B4 <Monologue:
Holiday> (#itf4: 7H) ; Zhang Zao 5Kk <The Four Seasons Summer
Song> (PYANPYZE EHHK) .



